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POLITICAL (BOMESTIC). 


The Kavi Vachan -Sudha of the 12th April in its prefa- 
tory remarks makes the following observations :— 
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“ We are thoroughly loyal-to the British Government, as 
will be seen from the tenor of our articles. When we reflect 
on the fact that all nations in all ages have been persecutors 
on account of religion, fromthe days of Nebuchadnezzar, 
who threw three men into the flame, because they would 
not worship the image he had set up on the plains of Dura, 
down to the Socinian Government in the 19th century, how 
very grateful we ought to be to the British Government for 
the religious liberty we have the happiness to enjoy. When, 
therefore, we estimate the mighty influence which England 
now exercises over the destinies of the world, and which every 
year increases, and which we pray may still increase, we can- 
not refrain from admiring the wisdom of that almighty power, 
under whose divine direction these happy principles have 
taken root, and flourished in a cou&try where they may be 
turned to the same extensive usé forthe family of men. Such 
being the case, it is our duty a8 loyal subjects of Her Majesty 
to pray to God to shower down’ His ‘choicest blessings on Her 
Gracious Majesty and family." 
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The Lawrence Gazette of the 13th April, in its local news 
columns, points out the desirability of cutting down the reeds, 
&c., in the ice-house compound situated close to the city 
(Meerut), These reeds are supposed to be the lurking-places of 
persons of bad livelihood. 


The Akhbar-i-Am of the. 14th April points out ‘the desir- 
ability of establishing a society for the prevention of cruelty | 
to animals, similar to that in Calcutta and Bombay, at Lahore. 


The Rohilkhand Akhbar of the same date, in its local news 
columns, mentions a daring theft committed in the house of 
Lala Mathura Prasad, mail-cart muharrir (Moradabad). A 
gang of thieves entered the house at night, and, on the owner 
giving the alarm, inflicted serious wounds with swords on him, 


his servant, and a cowherd who had come to his assistance, and 
ran away. 


The editor thinks the thieves must have come from some 
other district, and calls upon the police superintendent: to 
find them out, remarking that unless this is done a recur- 
rence of daring thefts like those which were frequent last 
year is sure to happen. 


The Lauh-i-Mahfuz of the 16th April, noticing the same 
incident, remarks on the desirability of restoring arms to the 
people. As has been so often observed before, the disarma- 
ment of the subjects is said to be a proof of the cowardice of 
the Government, and the chief cause of the insecurity of the 


lives and property of the natives from the attacks of thieves 
and noxious animals. 


The writer adds, that it is a er to suppose that the 
restoration of arms will be injurious to Government in case 
of a second mutiny breaking out. Arms—such as a sword, 
ty pistol, &c.—cannot certainly be of any use for offering resis- 
Vy tance to the Government, though they are unquestionably 4 
| sure and the only means of defence against the attacks of 
| | thieves, besides being useful for. the destruction of. wils 


animals. 
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‘ In its local news columns’ the same paper complains of 
the rash behaviour of a Nawab’s son who is said to ride furi- 
ously through the streets of the Lucknow city, heedless of 
consequences. The editor remarks that, if the prince does 
not give up the bad habit, he will one day kill some poor 
person, and, being a native and not a — will be 
brought to justice. : 


The Mujid-i-Am of the same date contrasts the flourishing 
state of India in the early years of the British rule with the 
present wretched condition of the country. It is observed 
that at the commencement of the English rule natives were 
treated with such kindness, enjoyed such peace and prosperity, 
and received such sympathy and justice at the hands of the 
Government, that they forgot their former rulers and regard- 
ed the English rule as a great blessing, and prayed to God 
for its long continuance. The European officers were then 
merciful and just, and so treated their subjects in every way 
as if they were their own children. Unfortunately the state 
of things is now quite changed. In proportion as the British 
dominions have increased in extent and the Government has 
gathered strength, the people have been treated with rigour 
and involved in poverty and distress. As if Hindustanis 
were not the subjects of Her Majesty as well as Europeans, 
all means of their livelihood are being cut off, and even the 
few high posts—such as Judgeships, Munsifships, Deputy 
Collectorships, and the like—to which they were eligible have 
been hampered with such hard conditions that thousands of 
their class have died in despondency without attaining to 
them. At first Government expressed a wish that natives 
should qualify themselves in English ; and now when they 
have fulfilled that wish, and are obtaining degrees, they 
cannot get employment. Workmen and the mercantile 
Classes are in an equally wretched condition ; all articles of 
consumption aré procured from England, and the arts and 
manufactures of the country have lost all prestige betors 
them and dwindled into insignificance. shrek 
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Then, again, an octroi-tax has been introduced in one city, 
a license-tax in another ; while the revenue settlements made 
with the zemindars are so strict and rigorous that beyond 
mere proprietary right nothing is left to the poor men. So 
also the rate of court fees has been considerably increased, 
and similar hardships have been introduced into other depart- 
ments. Ifthe settlement and other rules and regulations of 
A. D. 1793 be compared with those now in force, the truth of 
what has been here stated will become manifest. 


The Benares Akhbér of the same date says, that since the 
Oudh and Rohilkhund and Hast Indian Railway mail-trains 
have begun to arrive at Benares at different times, the duties 
of the postal delivery-peons have become very onerous. The 


- first delivery takes place in the morning, when all the peons 
have to go to Sikraul—a distance of two or three miles from 


the city; and before they have done distributing all. the 
letters, they have to go to the chauk post-office to receive the 
letters of the second delivery, and begin distributing these. 


In this way the poor men are kept running from 4 in the 
morning till 10 at night. 


The editor suggests that the. number of delivery-peons 


_ should be increased—a plan which, besides relieving the latter 


from the hard and tiresome labour they have now to undergo, 
will remove the popular complaint of delay in the delivery of 
letters. He adds, that the income of the Benares post-office 


is sufficiently large to admit of the additional outlay which 
the increase will involve. 


The Almora Akhbdr of the same date thinks it a pity that, 
though registered letters containing currency notes and other 
valuable things are so frequently stolen, and in all cases in 
which the theft has been detected post-office servants have 
been found to be the offenders, Government should have 


_ taken no steps for putting a stop to the crime. 


The editor thinks it a great mistake that the. delivery of 
the aforesaid letters should be entrusted to persons who are 
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base, and from whom no security is taken for an honest dis- 
charge of the duty; and suggests the appointment of men 
of attested honesty on better pay for the delivery of the letters, 
and to take a security, say of Rs. 500, from each. 


The Nér Afshdn of the same date," in its local news 
columns, calls upon the municipal committee to attend to the 
cleanliness of the city (Ludhiana). Several of the drains of 
the city are in a filthy state, which is dangerous in the present 
hot season. Surely it is not enough that a few drains and 
streets frequented by the authorities should alone be attended 


tO. . 


A-correspondent of the Oudh Akhbér of the 16th April 
gives credit to the Oudh Government for having sanctioned 


a small outlay from the nuzul funds for the maintenance of the. 


mausoleum of Nawab Shujéh-ud-daula in Faizabad, which 
passes by the name of Gulab Bari. This allowance, coupled 
with the tact with which the manager in charge conducts the 
management of the mausoleum, has restored it to its original 
state of beauty and splendour ; but it is to be regretted that 
the canals are still in a dilapidated state and dry. 


The writer asks Government to increase the allowance for 
the support of the mausoleum, to order that the canals may be 
repaired and replenished with water, and all the houses 
belonging to the shrine be kept in proper repair. 

The Akhbar-i- Anjuman-i-Panjab of the same date points 
out the desirability of appointing a special officer in connec- 
tion with the Chief Court, Panjab, for exercising efficient 
supervision over the subordinate courts. The Judges of 
the Chief Court can scarcely spare time from the proper 
duties of their office, to supervise the proceedings of the sub- 
ordinate courts as they ought to be, and the appointment of 
& special officer for the duty is therefore necessary. 

The Lauh-i-Mahfuz of the same date criticizes the order 


of the Government, North-Western Provinces, dated 26th 
February last , abolishing the octroi duty in Chandausi 
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(Moradabad), and substituting a tax on tradés and professions. 


The editor takes exception to the measure for the following 
reasons :— : 3 


(a) The octroi duty, though in reality it fell on the 
people, was not perceptibly felt by them, and was conse- 
quently not.so disgusting as the new tax is sure to be, which 


will affect each individual, directly, and not all the people 


collectively. 


(b) Much difficulty will ensue, and unfairness be prac- 
tised in the assessment of the tax. | 


(c) Prostitutes will evidently bear a share in the tax, 
seeing that they have not been mentioned in the list of the 
classes exempted from the tax, which is bad policy. No 
sovereign ever collected a tax from persons of this class for the 


manifest reason that it is not lawful in any om to take 
any portion of their unlawful income. 


The Atalik-i-Hind of the 17th April, mentioning the 
purchase by the Government of India of a house for 
Rs. 20,000 at Simla, for the residence of the Governor-Gene- 


ral, regrets that Government should not build a sera } for the 
convenience of natives there. 


‘The same paper in a lengthy article objects to the ways 
in which municipal funds and local rates are spent. Far 
from being utilized for the improvement and benefit of towns 
and districts, for which they are professedly raised, both 
these funds are applied to wrong and improper uses. It rests 
entirely with the president of the municipal and district 
committees, who isa European officer, to decide whether any 
project is to be carried out or not, the participation of the 
native members in the committees being merely nominal. 
They never dare express free and independent opinions on 
any scheme or project, and only back all the President may 
say or propose. The result is that in cities ‘and towns the 
dwelling-places of natives are in a desolate and neglected 
condition—like the gardens in the suburbs of Lahore » while 
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‘the environs of the bungalows of Europeans are in. a flourish- 
ing and prosperous state ; and that in villages, the children 
of the zamindars are left in their primeval state, remote.from 


civilization. 


The writer urges the desirability of applyin g the incomes 
from the municipal taxes and the local rates to right and 
proper uses, of which he gives a long detail, instead of wast- 
ing them in unnecessary or useless projects, which confer no 
real benefit on the people. | 


The Koh-i-Nur of the same date remarks that,’ so far‘as 


public good is concerned, the darbar recently held by the 
Viceroy at Delhi has been productive of no good results. If 
any persons have profited by it, it is the railway company and 


the owners of carriages at Delhi. The rest of. the natives, 
from the highest to the lowest, have all been losers by it in: 
one way or other. Among the native princes of :the first rank 


the dissatisfaction of those of Rajputana may be judged from 
the fact of their having denied themselves the honour of attend- 
ing the darbar; while the chiefs of the Panjab who did attend, 
had to incur heavy expenses ; the Maharaja of Patiala, for 
instance, having spent four lakhs of rupees, and so on. As to 
the chiefs of the second and third ranks, many of whom, not- 
withstanding the smallness of. their- means, underwent a great 


expense in coming ;—the former could not even be admitted 
to the honour of joining the viceregal procession, to say nothing 


of their obtaining khilats; while the latter who came from the 
frontier districts—such as Dera Ismail Khan, Dera Ghazi 
Khan, &c., at much cost and trouble—were in the first instance 
made the laughing-stock of the people of Delhi by being 
made to sit on the stairs of the Jam-t- Masjid to pay their respects 
to the Viceroy when the procession. passed that way. 


The case of men of different professions ‘ such as dentists, 
Oculists, photographers, as well as of merchants, jewellers, and 
the like—who had flocked to the scene of the darbar from dis- 


tant places with hundreds of thousands of rupees’ worth. of 
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goods, and after incurring a heavy.expense in hopes of gain— 
was equally deplorable, chiefly because khilats were in the first 
instance conferred only on a few particular chiefs, and even 
these were the old remains of the Foreign Office store-room, 
no fresh purchases of any kind having been made. A worse 
fate befel sweepers, bhistis, and the chaukidars, who had to 
leave their homes for several weeks to clean, water, and-watch 
the streets. 


In conclusion, the editor says that his object in making 
the above remarks is not to pick holes, but simply to point 
out that the rulers should in future have an eye to all that has 
been said here, and to show that the object with which the 
darbar was held could as well be gained by inviting only the 
foremost and influential chiefs to it, and leaving it to the 
Lieutenant-Governor to confer such honour on chiefs of an 


inferior rank, unless they were compensated. for their trouble 
and expense. 


The Panjabi Akhbar of the same > date makes the following 
observations on the same subject :— 


Firstly,— As has been justly remarked by a contemporary, 
the ceremonies observed at such darbars, which are held in 
order to establish a friendly intercourse between the rulers 
and the ruled, are a irregular medley of the English and 
Indian forms and usages, extreme simplicity is combined with. 
unnecessary pomp and show. Hence the people of India, who. 
are unaccustomed to such sights, laugh at them, while those 
who have the honour of being admitted to the darbars find 
themselves in a vague situation, and complain of not being. 
_ treated according to their taste and dignity. It is surprising. 

to find that a hundred years’ experience should not have been ; 


sufficient to enable Government to know the ideas entertained 
by the people of India of royal darbars. 


: Secondly, — Another vague feature iiiabek with i. dar- ° 
ars is the order of the ranks of the Indian chiefs and-princes - 
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‘1 them. In Lord Mayo’s time thé late Maharaja of Jodh- 
pur was treated with undue ‘sevérity and public disgrace for 
having refused to sit next to the Maharana of Udaipur in the 
Ajmere darbar, and punished by having his salute reduced 
from 17 to 15 guns’; while this time Lord Northbrook treat- 
ed a similar conduct on the part of the chiefs of Rajputana 
with indifference. The chiefs on being invited to take part 
in the darbar, objected to sit next to the Maharaja of Patiala, 
and the Viceroy accepted the objection, and permitted their 
absence from it. It is a question which of the two opposite 
courses adopted by the two Governors-General was proper 
and which improper ; but there can be no doubt that Govern- 
ment has not acted with consistency and the rules of policy 
in the matter, but has had recourse to extremes. Besides, 
supposing the Rajputana and Panjab chiefs were to be invited 
toa general darbar, the former are sure to quote the prece- 
dent of the Delhi darbar, and Government will thus find 
itself in a very delicate position. In short, the object with 


which the darbars are held is entirely defeated by such pro- 
cedure. 


Thirdly,—These darbars are defective in another respect. 
Unlike the darbars held by native sovereigns, at which suit- 
able khilats were conferred on all who attended them, which 
was the cause of the recipients being held high in public esti- 
mation, those held by the English Government are not cha- 
racterized by such proofs of liberality. On the contrary, 
many of the native chiefs and princes who are invited from 
distant places to attend them incur a heavy expense without 
receiving any suitable reward in return. The practice 1s 
inconsistent with the dignity of the Government, and opposed 
to time-honoured custom, and ought to be superseded. 


The Vakil-i-Hindustan of the same date, in its columns of 
local hews, notices the dissatisfaction caused in the city 
(Amritsar) in. consequence of the proposal of the municipal 


Committee to take off the thatches of the shops of the bazars. 
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~The editor remarks that, unless the owners of the shops, 
who are very poor, are repaid for the loss, the measure will 
certainly be oppressive. 


POLITICAL (FOREIGN). 


A correspondent of the Vrité Dhara of the 12th April, 
writing from Devas (Central India), calls upon the Govern- 
ment of that place to take steps for the destruction of a 
tiger, which has for many nights past haunted the skirts of 
the town and killed several animals. 


The writer also complains of the inconvenience suffered 
by the inhabitants of Devas on account of postage stamps 
not being procurable at the branch post-office, and private 
individuals having left off selling them owing to the discon- 
tinuance of the commission. He adds, that the mail for 
Indaur is closed at the sudder post-office at 9,10, or 11 a.M., 
although it is despatched from the post-office at 3 or 4 P. M; 

this, according to the postmaster, is owing to his having orders 
since the opening of the branch post-office to despatch the 
mail for Indaur at the time when the dak from that place 
is received at the post-office, which is very irregular, ranging 
from 6 in the morning till 5 in the evening. The attention of 
the Inspector of Indaur is directed to this. 


Remarks of the Native Press on the Baroda Inquiry. 


The Akhbar-i-Alam of the 15th April quotes, with approval, 
the opinion of a correspondent of the Oudh Akhbar relative 


to the late proceedings at Baroda, which may be eymenet up 
briefly as follows :— 


Ever since the suspension of the Gaekwar from the 
exercise of power, great agitation and excitement have been 
prevalent throughout India. The event is the common. topic 
everywhere, and all persons’ thoughts are engrossed by it. 
The public is much disheartened at the course adopted Y: 
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Government so precipitately and without due inquiry, and 
looks upon the whole proceeding with wonder and surprise ; 
while the press has not been backward in pronouncing free 
opinions on the matter. To place implicit reliance on: the 
inquiry conducted by a police officer, and on its basis to 
suspend an independent native chief of so high a rank, was 


both politically wrong and inconsistent with justice and equity. 
Stranger still, though from the evidence given by the wit- 


nesses before the commission, it was clear that Mr. Souter 


extorted confessions from them by threats, and that the whole — 


case against the Maharaja was fabricated by him, yet he was 
not brought to book... Justice required that Mr. Souter and 
Colonel: Phayre should have both been called to account and 
brought to trial before the commission side by side with the 
Maharaja,—the former because the suspicion of having fabri- 
cated the charge against the Gaekwar was far more strong 
against him than that which led to the Maharaja’s suspension, 


and the latter because all this must have been done at his 


suggestion. 


The Nur-ul-Absar of the same date says:—All the news- 


papers of England are unanimous in pronouncing the Gaek- 
war not guilty, and deduce this conclusion from Colonel 


Phayre’s evidence alone. In fact, all impartial and unbiassed 


persons will arrive at the same opinion ; and when the plaintiff's 
statement is weak, the evidence of the witnesses, even if it 
were strong, cannot in itself be held to be sufficient to estab- 
lish the alleged charge against the Maharaja. So far from 
this, it serves only to frustrate the whole case. The few 
witnesses, such as Raoji and Narsu, who have given evidence 
in support of the imputation, have, as Sergeant Ballantyne 
has justly remarked, acted the part of a villain. Their 
deposing boldly that they themselves administered the poison 
is a circumstance open to grave suspicion, and it is proper, 
notwithstanding the promise of pardon given to them, that 
the former’ should be doomed to a severe punishment for 
having told a palpable lie. | No doubt the statements of all 
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the witnesses go to prove that the Residency ‘servants. went 
to the Maharaja and received pecuniary gifts; but this'is not 
a matter of any consequence. It is a-well known fact that 
the servants of all-residents and political agents receive such 
gifts from the native chiefs; nay, even the orderlies of dis- 
trict officers get inam from the native gentlemen who go to 
pay a visit to their masters. In our opinion the police availed 
themselves of this fact, and through some inducement made 
out the inam case into one of poisoning. The plot has been 
discovered by the inquiry held by the commission, and great 
credit is certainly due to Sergeant Ballantyne for having de- 
tected it. On the other hand, it looks strange that the editors 
of the English newspapers of India, especially the Pioneer, 
whose long experience ought to have enabled them to know 
the actual state of things, should not only: have ignored the 
facts, but should have stooped ‘to charge the newspapers of 


England, as well as Sergeant Ballantyne, who are not short- 
sighted like them, with ignorance of facts. 


The Murakka-i-Tahzib of the same date remarks that, 
whether the Maharaja may be: acquitted or not, the Commis- 
sion has at least produced one good result—viz., that a famous 
lawyer of England who came to India very forcibly criticized 
the judicial system, the political administration, and the pro- 
cedure of the police of the English Government in India. 
Colonel Phayre’s conduct at Sindh was pointed at, and the 
machinations of the police were brought to light and fully 
proved by the depositions of Hem Chand Fath Chand, jewel- 
lers. Mr. Scoble’s refutation of the Sergeant’s pleas was 
weak, and not based on any legal arguments. For in- 
stance, his remarks that Sergeant Ballantyne ought not to 
have charged the Bombay. police, and especially Mr. Souter 
and others who had received titles of distinction from Govern- 
ment, with unfairness, and that the police could gain nothing 
by fabricating the charge against the Gaekwar, were quite 
unsupported. It is the duty of this class of" officials to arrest 
the real offender in a case, and when they cannot find him, 
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they make no hesitation. to. apprehend some other person and. 
produce him. before the Court, in order to show-their kargu-- 
sari. In the case under discussion. the false structure raised 
by the police has fortunately been completely overthrown. 


The editor goes on to say that he has fully weighed the 
speeches of Sergeant Ballantyne and Mr. Scoble, and is con- 
yinced that the points mentioned by the former are strong and 


valid, and go to prove the Maharaja’s innocence’; while the 


pleas advanced by the latter to. —_— His Highness gay are 
vague and defective, 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 16th April, in an article contri- 
buted by a correspondent, remarks that the Governor-General | 
would have'done well to have forwarded the record of pro-. 


ceedings of the Baroda Commission to the Sultan of Turkey, 
who is neither a: Hindu nor a Christian, and left the decision 


of the case entirely to him. There would be nothing inconsis-. 
tent with the practice of the time in doing so, seeing that only: 
lately the case of the Khedive of Egypt was decided " the: 


sovereigns of foreign countries. 


The Sadadarsha of the 19th April makes the ) following 
observations _— 


“ Whatever may be the ultimate result of the remarkable 
inquiry which lately took place at Baroda, there can be no 


doubt that it has already produced one very painful conse- 
quence. It has very much widened the breach between the 
Europeans and Natives of this country. Itisa great pity 
that public questions cannot be discussed in this country on 
their own merits, and without importing private feelings into 
the controversy. In dealing with a matter of general interest 
the Anglo-Indian and the native press hardly ever agree, but 
this j 1s not at all surprising. The Europeans and N: atives look 
to subjects from ‘different stand-points of view, and, as a 
matter of course, entertain different opinions. To expect 
unanimity among the. Anglo-Indian and native journalists 
in this country is an impossibility. So long as the interests 
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of the two communities are not looked upon .as identical,. 
the organs of both will. remain hopelessly divided on all 
great public questions. But there. is no reason why the 
writers ef each class should not represent their views in 
temperate language without falling foul of the other, and 
why both should not avoid doing anything which may widen 
the gulf which unfortunately exists between the rulers and 
the ruled to the serious loss of the country.. ae 


_ We have observed with very deep regret the hostile 
attitude which a portion of the Anglo-Indian press has 
assumed, from the beginning of the crisis in Baroda, towards 
the Gaekwar as well as the educated. natives who have felt 
it their duty to represent their views on the subject. Several 
Anglo-Indian journals, notably the Bombay. Gazette and the 
Pioneer, have, since the day Mr. Souter was deputed to 
Baroda to inquire into the poisoning affair, spoken of the 
deposition of Malhar Rao as an inevitable result. They are 
determined not to listen to any reason or argument: which 
may imply the unhappy prince’s innocence. It was hoped 
that they would have had the common decency of abstain- 
ing from making any comments on the evidence adduced 
at.the trial, until the report of the Commissioners and the 
decision of Government thereon had been given to the world ; 
but that hope has not been realized. The editor of the Pioneer 
has given his readers what he would fain put into the mouth 
of the Commissioners; and the Bombay Gazette has grossly 
libelled the native members of the Commission, who are sup- 
posed to have recorded their opinion that the evidence pro- 
duced by the prosecution was not sufficient for conviction. 
We cannot sufficiently deplore this tone. The Anglo-Indian 
writers are expected to teach the art of journalism to their 
benighted native brethren ; but if they set such bad examples, 
the latter cannot be blamed for imitating the same. 


“The Anglo-Indian press has justly condemned roy tone 
of the Puna memorialists, who have informed. the Viceroy 
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that, in their opinion, the charges preferred against the Gack- 
war have not been established, and. that he should be rein- 
stated. But it ought to be borne in mind that in doing this 
the Puna people have merely followed the example set before 
them by their enlightened Anglo-Saxon brethren. If the 
Anglo-Indian press did not prej judge the case against 
the Gaekwar, the natives would not have prejudged it for 
him. For provoking the Puna memorial the Bombay Gazette 
and the Pioneer are mainly responsible. From the beginning 
they have manifested a determination not to listen to any- 
thing which might go in Malhar Rao’s favour. If they had 
set the good example of abstaining from commenting on the 
case while it was sub judice, we feel assured that it would not 
have been lost on our countrymen. 


“Tt isrefreshing to contrast the unprejudiced view of the 
British press with the narrow and illiberal tone which- per- 
vades the Anglo-Indian journals. It is also important to 


remember that the Indian Statesman (Calcutta), which in its 
opening number had, to the disgust of all right-thinking men, 
made the conviction of the Gaekwar appear as a foregone con- 
clusion, has now admitted that if he were on trial before any 
tribunal in England on the evidence offered against him, he 
would have, without the slightest hesitation, been acquitted. 
It is well known that Sergeant Ballantyne’s cross-examination 
of Colonel Phayre produced indignation in Anglo-Indian 
minds against the learned Sergeant; and that it was no won- 
der that this should be the case. But what is the verdict of 
the British press, which is not influenced by the narrow views 
and local prejudices of Anglo-Indians ? What does the Times 
say of the cross-examination ? Does it condemn the Sergeant 
or the Colonel ? Surely the leading journal of England may 
be depended on to weigh the evidence of an English gentle- 
Man, even if it is not fit to sift the testimony of natives 
bred in perj ury.. Let the latter task be exclusively reserved 
for the ‘Anglo-Indians, who have breathed the vitiated and 
corrupt atmosphere of this country for several years. 
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The feeling which Colonel Phayre’ 8 cross-examination has 
produced in England i is one of universal indignation, and it 
would doubtless have been a matter of surprise if an unpre- 
judiced Englishman entertained any other. It is, indeed, 
impossible to conceive of a highminded English gentleman 
demeaning himself in the way Colonel Phayre did in Baroda, 


“Tt is quite amusing to note the coolness with which 
Anglo-Indians have accepted as gospel truth the : testimony 
of admittedly infamous villains like Raoji, Narsu, and Damo- 
dar Pant, who have been since the day of their arrest in the 
custody of Mr. Souter’s detectives. The way in which cases 
are got up and évidence concocted by the police in this 
country is well known to the brood of vipers whom the Govern- 
ment nourishes in its bosom. The notorious false murder 
case of Howrah, which tuok place under the very nose of |. the 
Viceroy, and in which, but for the accidental appearance of the 
woman supposed to have been murdered, an innocent man 
would have been sent to the gallows, and the Kota succession 
case, which lately created such a scandal in Bombay, show 
beyond the possibility of a. doubt what the unscrupulous 
Indian police can do. Itis not too much to say that if the 
editors of the Bombay Gazette and the /’toneer were natives, 
and remained in the custody of the Indian detectives for a 
few days, they might be converted into excellent witnesses for 
the prosecution in any case which might be intrusted to those 
clever men. 


“We are perfectly aware that the educated native is an 
eyesore to the Anglo-Indian. This state of things cannot be 
too deeply deplored. We are extremely sorry that a respect- 
able organ of the European community should entertain such 
ill-feelings towards the educated natives as to call them a 
‘brood of vipers.’ The use of such strong terms cannot be 
too forcibly condemned. Is there not, we ask, a single 
Anglo-Indian who feels it his duty to raise his voice against 
such language? The educated native is fully sensible of: the 
invaluable blessmgs which British rule has conferred on the: 
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country and more especially | on himself, as well as of his own 
shortcomings. | He feels that by: a change. of Governm ent he 
“will be the greatest loser. He is devotedly attached to the 
British Crown, and knows that hei is much inferior to his Euro- 
pean brethren 1 in many respects. But at the same time he 
cannot shut his eyes to the fact that his coutitty has numerous 
grievances, sig ‘it is but quite fatural that’it' should have under 
“| foreign ‘rule, and that’ heé is ‘ini duty botind ‘to ‘obtain’ redress 
‘to ‘thé: best of his power. “He feels that ‘tho’ education with 
which he has been blessed has placed him under the obliga- 
tion of interpreting the rulers to the ruled and vice versed. 
He is convinced that he is not equal to this noble and import- 
ant task ; but a sense of duty alone compel him to undertake 
it'in spite of his unfitness. In doing this he simply follows 
the bright example of the ‘English nation. It has taught 
him the value of a free press and of constitutional agitation ; ; 
and if in wielding those weapons he offends Anglo-Indians, 
he cannot help it. Hei is sure that all unprejudiced people i in 
England sympathise with. his aspirations and actions, , and with 
this assurance he can well afford to look down upon the 


‘The M urakka-i- Taheib of the 15th h April remarks that 
there'is tush éxaggetation in the ‘statements’ which appear 
in Native newspapers as to the state of things in the Kota 
tate. It is alleged, for instance, that since the appointment 
of Nawab Faiz Ali: Khan, , tthe administration of the state has 
become excellent ; that he. has established. dispensaries, built 
school-houses, and. what not. All sah. statements are based 
on partiality and. flattery. ) 


A ‘correspondent | of the Khair Kivodh-i-A lam of the same 
date 8 upports: the above statement. ‘Iti is said that,  hotwith- 
stan ling what ‘partial writers state in favour of ‘the ‘Nawab 
and his management, quite the reverse is the case. Instead 
of attending to ‘state affairs, the Nawab passes whole.days in 


senstial eftjoymerits in gardens ; ;-the debts of ‘the state ‘are 
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constantly i increasing ; the pay of ‘the servants: is not distri. 
buted for months ; ‘the zémindars ‘are arrested at the‘instance 
‘of the Nawab’s rélatives ; and the subjects of bad state. > Tondly 
‘complain of want of justice. 


Another: correspondent of the same paper says. that Nawab 
Faiz Ali Khan inflicted such severe blows with a club ona 
clerk who took annas eight as a bribe that the poor man died 


in three or four days. ‘The writer blames the Nawab for such 
conduct. 


‘A ‘third correspondent of ‘the ‘same | paper notices the 
‘oppressive behaviour of the Naib Nazim of Narhaul (Pati- 
ala) towards the heirs of the late’ Keshavaniand Misr, a gentle- 
nan of that place, anda jagirdar of ‘Alwar and-Patiala.: The 
paititulars Were these,—The Misrhaving died ‘on the 13th 
‘March Jast, the said ‘heirs,’ in accordance with an old eustom, 
made preparations for giving a feast to some 9 ,000 or 6,000 
persons of their fraternity on'the Ist April. ‘The ‘Waib Nazim 
took offence at this, thinking that, instead of wasting a large 

‘sum of money in this way, the heirs ought to have made a 
present of half of it to him or to the state;'and he, accord- 
ingly, ordered: the thanadar to go to-their -house with an 


escort of some eae ; one pollute all the food prepared by 
them. - 


‘The Panjabi Akhbar-of the 17th April invites attention to 
the unfair practices of Suraj ‘Mal, treasurer of the ‘Kotah 
“State, and ‘the extortions practised by’ him-on the: people. 
It is added that, though ‘the fact of the treasurer embezzling 
the state money has been known to the Government, and: an 
inquiry was made from him by.a fall court, he returned no 
answer, and the matter was dropped, bce thé Government 


being in his debt could not h adopt an y. -atrict measures: —— 
. him, 


The Koh-i-Nur of the same. sila, under the, ‘heading 
“Rampur” (Rohilkhand), me ntions a serious. case: -which 
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daughter of the N awab had poison. administered to her in 
svwotmeat, and she and four of: her maid-servants, who had 
also tasted the sweétmeat, were in a dangerous state next 
morning, when His Highness, becoming aware of what had 
happened, - put the patients under proper medical treatment. 
The lady and two of the maid-servants were expected to 
recover, but the ‘other two women were in a precarious state 
at the time of the correspondent’s writing. The suspicion 
of the crime rests on the daughter of the Nawab’s maternal 
uncle, who is a married woman. 


COMMERCIAL 
(Railways. ) 


The Mufid-i-Am of the 15th April: dwells at some vee th 
on the inconveniences which are the lot of the native passen- 
gers travelling in the third-class railway carriages—a com- 
plaint so repeatedly noticed in the Selections. - Notwithstand- 
ing the order allotting six persons to.a compartment, an inde- 

finite number are indiscriminately f forced into each carriage. 


The writer would ask the railway companies to set apart 
a fourth-class carriage for persons of the lower classes,. and to 
reserve the third-class solely for native gentlemen, who, even 
when they can afford to pay the higher rate of fare, cannot 
use the first and second-class carriages, it being extremely 
disagreeable for. them to travel in them with Europeans—a 
fact fully borne out by experience. 


A correspondent. of the Mayo Memorial Gazette of the 
same date draws -attention to.the inconvenience . suffered. by 
passengers alighting - at the Mirzapur Railway Station, on 
account of their not being allowed by. the. persons 1 in charge 
to put up at the station, and, being thereby compelled to, pro- 

: - ceed: to the city: to. take up: their lodgings i in. the.serai, which, 
besides being 2. troublesome. arrangement, is dangerous ,» espe- 
Clally- gt ‘night. time, when the nolorious bad characters. of the 


city have it all heir own Way. 
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‘The attention of the railway company is invited to =, 


prefers the same eonipiala. The palit’ fs is much the same, 
with this difference that the writer of. this article also com- 
plains of the difficulty experienced by natives in ‘obtaining 


tickets at railway stations—3, fact which he corroborates by 
his person: al experience at the Panj ab R ailw aye 


The Rajputana, Social Science Congress Gazette of dhe same 
date notices the. extortions practised by persons who assist 
passengers in smoking at railway stations under a license 
which they obtain from the railway company for a certain 
sum. By means of this license they force the people to pro- 
cure fire, &c., for smoking from them only, and to pay a pice 

each. This state of things came under the writer’s personal 
observation at the east indian railway station on the other 


side of the J umns, and he thinks the stationmaster, Agra, 
should see to it. 


EDUCATIONAL, 


lish newspapers ) in which the olka takes the latter to task 
for their undue parti ality towards Government and their un- 
generous criticisms against the Hindustanis.. It is ‘observed 
that these papers are too apt unjustly to take up. the part of 
Government i in the most i in significant matters at the expense 
of the natives. While Government tries by all possible means 
to promote the welfare of its subj ects and secure their good 
will, they constantly persecute them—now pronouncing them 
unfit for governing, now remarking on the fruitlessness of the 
education given them, and at other times maliciously and un- 
justly finding fault with them in various other ways—forget- 
ting that the strength and stability of Government depend on 
them. For instance, the Pioneer, in criticising the new judi- 
cial scheme for-the Panj ab, remarks on the unfitness of natives 
generally, which is quite absurd: . The reason. why the lat ter 
have hitherto been debarred from hi oh offices in ‘the ‘public 


: a oF 


service is not because they are unqualified to hold them, but 
because they are unfortunate. At is an acknowled ged fact that 
they can discharge the duties of the highest posts i in the differ- 
ent departments of administration i in a better and abler man- 


ner than Europeans. 


The Shula-i- Tur remarking ¢ on the satne aubject siys;— 
All English newspapers are now bent on hoger Govern- 
ment to take away the liberty of the é press, in order 
to prevent vernacular newspapers from stprishing their views 
freely and truthfully and from repr esenting their grievances, 
and with that view charge the latter with publishin g wrong 
and prejudiced opinions. The truth is that this remark is 
justly applicable to English newswriters, who make out the 
right to be wrong. and vice versd, very much unlike their 
native contemporaries, who write with great caution and fore- 
thought, and express their opinions truly and impartially. In 
fact, they go so far in their prejudice and par tiality that, 


even when a ‘person of their nation commits a murder, they 


lay the whole blame of it on the deceased. The recent case 
of the European at Peshawar, who ina fit of ra ge beat a bearer 
till he died, is an instance in point. It i is well known. how the 
English newspapers extenuated the. crime and tried by all 
shifts and expedients to exculpate the sahib. The Nur-ul-Absar 
finely remarked on this that “ a Hindustani’s life had no 
significance in the scale of being, and that of a person such as 
the deceased, which was extinct at a mere blow, much less 


80; it was the fault of the life and not of the sahw.”’ 


Similarly the Pioneer, in noticing the quarrel which took 
place between a European and the Nepalese prince at the 
Howrah railway station, in which the latter had his teeth 
broken and his lip cut off by a blow from the sahib’s fist, 
remarked that the prince deserved the punishment. In short, 
all that the English newspapers write about Hindustanis is 


full of prejudice and spite. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


‘The Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 16th April has an 
article on the edification of Europeans, the drift of ‘which is 
that it is strange that cases of adultery and elopement should 

be so common among a nation which is so famous for its edi- 
fication. The editor confines his remarks to the Europeans 
in India, and says that every month one or more such cases are 

to be heard, in which the perpetrators of the offence are no 
mean fellows, but some captain or colonel, the head of some 
office, or other respectable gentleman. One such case hap- 
pened in the Panjab, another in Aligarh, and so on. 


The editor goes on to say that women are the cause of 
this and the like heinous crimesfrequent amongthe Europeans, 
and that they make no hesitation in leaving their husbands 
and cohabiting with other man, quite regardless of their 
children; but thinks it no less surprising that the husbands, 
far from contracting any aversion towards their unfaithful 


wives, try by all means to recover them, as if such an act 
constituted. edification, and as if they acted on the well-known 
saying,==“‘ If a flower is smelt by another man besides the 
owner, the property of the owner, and the colour and smell of 
the flower do not suffer.” | 
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